James 4:11-5:6

Verse 11:  Speak not evil one of another, brethren.

Why shouldn’t we speak evil one of another?
Matt 15: 18, 19;   John 13: 34,35;  Matt 7:1;  James 4:11;  Matt 7:3

1.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
By talking evil of others, how would we have committed murder?

We would have committed murder verbally.  If indeed our heart has been cleansed by the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, then we will not be inclined to speak evil of others.

2..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
3..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… …..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
5..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Verse 12:  One more reason as to why we must not judge others... Not speak evil of others.  There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another? In relation to God and His position as Judge, what are we actually doing when we judge others?

.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Verses 13-16  deal with the presumptuous confidence of the continuance of our lives.

Background: In those days when they wanted to buy and sell they had to go to big cities like Damascus, Alexandria or Antioch.

Verse 13: Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 

14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.
Verse 13:  Why shouldn’t we have this presumptuous confidence?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Verse 14:  Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

What is the truth about the future?

.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Verse 14:  How then should we see the span of our life?
.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Verse 15:  Seeing the shortness of life as being real, what should we do?

.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What does this mean?  Does it mean that we wait passively for the Lord to tell us what to do?

.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Verse 16: “But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.”

With regards to the person going to the city, is there anything for him to boast about?   Assuming there is something to boast about, why is such boasting evil?

.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
.……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Verse 17:  “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”

What are the good and right things that James has shown his readers to do?

.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
James is saying,  “I have shown you the right thing to do.   Therefore, if you fail to do them it is sin.”

This is the sin of omission.  Are we more prone to sin the sin of omission or the sin of commission?

.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Chapter 5: 1-6.  The letter of James as we said in our earlier study is addressed to Christians.  Who are the addressees of this portion of the letter?  He is not addressing Christians here.  It is as if he is addressing a different crowd.  It is very much like a politician talking to his supporters and then he changes his addressee.  He turns to his political opponent who is not present and he issues a challenge or a direct criticism.  This called an apostrophe.

This a warning to the rich.  What wrongs were the rich guilty of in this instance?

.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
What are the lessons we can learn from this passage?
.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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